
Connected Active Healthy

Here is an example of a letter written by a Sarnia resident who is an avid cyclist
and advocate for a safer city for all who live here.

Dear Councillors,

Thank you for supporting active transportation infrastructure in the city. It has meant more to us than we could
imagine. 

My husband and I were born and raised in Sarnia and after following educational and work experiences
abroad, we returned home in the hopes to pay forward our experiences in this community. My husband and I
are both active advocates of time outdoors and have been privileged to witness and benefit from bike-friendly
cities in Europe. Therefore, it has been specifically exciting for us to see some of the new bike lane initiatives
coming to Sarnia. Most notably, the recent enhanced section of bike lane on the west side of Colborne Road
between Cathcart and Lakeshore, has truly made a difference in our cycling experience in Sarnia.  

When we first noticed and biked along the blue-coloured section of the road, it seemed motorists were much
more aware and respectful of our space, and it felt incredibly safer. I can’t stress enough the importance of this
as an avid cyclist who has taken bike-packing trips to Tobermory before the bike lane was extended on
highway 21. It can often feel like you are one motorist text away from being hit when you don’t have adequate
bike lanes on the roadways. This feeling was erased by the brightly painted bike lane on Colborne. In Sarnia,
we have both had experiences on roads with and without bike lanes where drivers seemed to purposely
attempt to cut us off and even yell obscenities at us as they passed. The fear that this may happen again
continues to decline because of your support and direction to City staff. 

Not only, did the new bike lane seem to make motorists more aware of cyclist’s space but we also noticed
cyclists staying within the painted sections more consistently – providing an overall more symbiotic and safe
relationship between motorists and cyclists sharing the road. 

We’ve noticed that active transportation infrastructure like this has actually lead to an increased desire to
explore our City Parks, Downtown and Mitton Village. My husband even likes to bike to work now too. He’s
commented that the 8 extra minutes (15min vs 7min), it takes for him to get work has made him healthier and
happier too. 

We are hopeful to start our family in Sarnia and it is initiatives like these that make us feel like Sarnia is truly
interested in promoting a more well city and we feel confident children would be safer, happier, and healthier
if more new bike lanes like this initiative were developed.
Thank-you so much for this pilot project and we are hopeful our letter promotes further support for initiatives
like this for years to come.. 
K.R. Sarnia, ON

 

Voices in the community matter 


